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Policy

Food Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, Title II, 

and the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Farm Bill), Title II

“Provides authority for use of EQIP to specifically 

address energy conservation through practice 

implementation and for development of  

Agricultural Energy Management Plan (Audit)” 
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Purpose

Program is designed to:

1) Identify ways to conserve energy on Farms through 

an on-farm energy audit. 

2) Provide assistance to implement various 

recommended measures addressed in an existing

on-farm energy audit. 
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Energy Audit Requirements

 Energy Audits must meet ASABE (American 
Society of Agriculture and Biological Engineers)  
Type II Standard

 Existing energy audits must be less than 4 years 
old

 Energy Conservation Activity Plans (CAP) must 
be developed by a certified Technical Service 
Provider (TSP) from TechReg.
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Program Eligibility

Must meet the eligibility requirements in 
440-CMP, Part 515, Subpart F, section 
515.51 (A)

 Eligible land uses are:
 Cropland

 Pastureland

 Rangeland

 Farmstead

No annual payment limitation

 $450,000 regular EQIP payment 
limitation applies
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Eligible Practices

Core Practices

Supporting Practices
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Core Practices

Conservation Activity Plans (CAP)

122 – Agricultural Energy 

Management Plan – Headquarters

124 – Agricultural Energy 

Management Plan – Landscape

http://www.usda.gov/
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Core Practices (Continued)

 Farmstead Energy Improvement – 374

 Irrigation Water Management – 449


 Pumping Plant  533

 Lighting System Improvement 670

 Building Envelope Improvement 672

http://www.usda.gov/
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Supportive Practices

328 - Conservation Crop Rotation

340 - Cover Crop

345 - Residue and Tillage Management, 
Mulch Till

346 - Residue and Tillage  Management, 
Ridge Till

380 - Windbreak and Shelterbelt  
Establishment

http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov/


10

Resource Concerns

Inefficient Energy Use – Equipment and 

Facilities Energy

 Inefficient Energy Use –

Farming/Ranching Practices and Field 

Operations
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Application Process

Screening

Ranking

Application Management

Calculating Energy Benefit

http://www.usda.gov/
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Screening

Instructions:

This screening worksheet must be completed for each eligible producer applying for EQIP On-Farm Energy Initiative assistance.
Applications will be accepted on a continuous basis; however, application periods are established for purposes of evaluation,
ranking, and funding decisions.

Completion of this worksheet and documentation does not constitute agreement to provide EQIP program benefits nor approval of
a program contract. The original screening worksheet should be filed with the applicant case file or EQIP program file and unless
the application is determined to be ineligible, the screening priority (high, medium, and low) must be recorded in ProTracts. Upon
request, a copy of any completed screening worksheet may be provided to the applicant.

Detailed Screening Criteria Worksheet – Complete for each eligible EQIP Applicant

Applicant Name: County:

Application No:
(OPTIONAL)

Field Office:

Evaluator Name: Date:

Priority Determination for ProTracts – Select One: 

High Priority Category:

The application is for an Agricultural Energy Management Plan (122 or 124); 

Or

The application includes at least 1 Core conservation practice (374, 449, 533, 670, or 672) necessary to 

implement the recommendations identified in a completed Agricultural Energy Management Plan (122 or 

124) or comprehensive on-farm energy audit meeting ASABE S612 Type 2 standard.

High Priority Status 
in ProTracts

Medium Priority Category:

The application includes 0 “Core” conservation practices but does include at least 1 “Supporting” 

conservation practice necessary to implement the recommendations identified in a previously completed 

Agricultural Energy Management Plan (122 or 124) or comprehensive on-farm energy audit meeting 

ASABE S612 Type 2 standard.

Medium Priority
Status in ProTracts

Low Priority Category: Low Priority Applications will not be ranked.

All other applications 

Low Priority Status 
in ProTracts

NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
National On-Farm Energy Initiative
NATIONAL SCREENING CRITERIA WORKSHEET - Fiscal Year 2014

A Screening Worksheet must be completed for each eligible EQIP 
application.

The priority determination of high, medium, or low must be recorded in 
ProTracts for this applicant.

http://www.usda.gov/
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Screening
High Priority Category:

 The application is for an Agricultural Energy Management 
Plan (AgEMP) (122 or 124); or

 The application includes at least 1 Core conservation 
practice (374, 449, 533, 670, or 672) necessary to implement 
the recommendations identified in a completed AgEMP (122 
or 124) or comprehensive on-farm energy audit meeting 
ASABE S612 Type 2 standard.

Medium Priority Category:
 The application includes no “Core” conservation practices 

but does include at least 1 “Supporting” conservation 
practice necessary to implement the recommendations 
identified in a previously completed AgEMP (122 or 124) or 
comprehensive on-farm energy audit meeting ASABE S612 
Type 2 standard

Low Priority Category: 

 Low Priority Applications will not be ranked. 

http://www.usda.gov/
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Ranking
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Application Management

Funds to support the Energy Initiative 

will be held at the State Office.

All eligible applications will be ranked 

and set to pre- approved by the end 

of the application ranking period.

http://www.usda.gov/
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Calculating Energy Benefit

An Energy Benefits button at the contract 
item level documents which practices 
were specifically providing energy 
impacts in a contract.

This helps validate that Energy was a 
resource concern and helps the ranking 
of the application.

http://www.usda.gov/
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Calculating Energy Benefit

 When the ranked data is saved from AERT, 

ProTracts will detect if energy is one of the 

concerns and provide users information messages.

 All conservation practices offered in the NOFEI have  

an energy benefit .

 The energy button MUST be selected for at least one 

contracted Item.

 The estimated energy savings data for the contracted 

practice(s) MUST be recorded.

http://www.usda.gov/
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Calculating Energy Benefit
 After selecting “yes” in the 

energy benefit  box the user 

must enter numeric values for 

the estimated energy savings . 

This is obtained  from a 

completed on-farm energy 

audit. 

http://www.usda.gov/
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 Energy Estimator: 
Tillage

 Nitrogen Fertilizer 
Awareness Tool

 Energy Estimator:

Irrigation

 Energy Estimator: 
Animal Housing

http://ecat.sc.egov.usda.gov

http://nfat.sc.egov.usda.gov

http://ipat.sc.egov.usda.gov

http://ahat.sc.egov.usda.gov

http://www.usda.gov/
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Questions?

Dennis Kimberlin

Assistant State Conservationist – Programs
dennis.kimberlin@az.usda.gov

(602) 280-8800

Tim Garcia

Resource Conservationist – Programs Staff
timothy.garcia@az.usda.gov

(602) 280-8823

http://www.usda.gov/
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Non-Discrimination Statement

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of 
its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic 
information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is 
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD)."

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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